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As partition loomed over the subcontinent, fears of a Muslim ‘invasion’ afoot in colonial 
Assam were ratcheted up. East Bengali Muslim migrant cultivators were accused of plot-
ting to displace the indigenous inhabitants of Assam. Cartographical representations of 
the invasion were found, Gandhi intervened to save Assam and the Chief Minister de-
manded troop reinforcements from the Eastern Command to halt the Muslim plot. The 
invasion, however, never materialised. 

Drawing on a range of official and vernacular material, this paper examines how East 
Bengali migrant sharecroppers and peasants came to be perceived as ‘settler colonialists’. 
I argue that a combination of caste, capitalism and global racial politics produced anti-
migrant/Muslim politics. The paper examines the resistance that came from figures such 
as Maulana Bhashani, Bengali peasant and worker leader, who produced a more expan-
sive idea of what belonging could look like. The paper reflects on the loss of these ideas of 
Muslim belonging for postcolonial India.
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