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China today is economically and politically a global actor. 
Given China’s power and influence (which is likely to increase 
in the future), its central political force, the Chinese Commu-
nist Party (CCP), remains relatively unknown, both in terms of 
its internal decision-making processes and its ideological posi-
tion. The workshop is devoted to dissecting the second of these 
aspects, i. e. the ideological position(s) of the CCP. The topic is 
approached via an investigation of “the politicization of tradi-
tions,” meaning the references to philosophical and religious 
traditions on the side of the CCP.

With a keynote address by André Laliberté (University of Ottawa) 
and expert sessions with Gary Rawnsley (University of Leeds) and 
Benjamin Lim (Reuters, Beijing)
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University Research Priority Program (URPP) Asia and Europe
Institute of Asian and Oriental Studies – East Asian Studies

Location
University of Zurich, Main Building, Room KOL F-117, Rämistrasse 71, 
8006 Zurich 

Registration
Registration is required: ralph.weber@uzh.ch

Detailed Program
http://www.asienundeuropa.uzh.ch/events/conferences/ 
communistparty.html

Convenors 
Dr. Simona Grano, Philipp Hetmanczyk and Dr. Ralph Weber

Supported by 
Graduate Campus of the University of Zurich / Association of the 
Non-Professorial Academic Staff of the University of Zurich (VAUZ)

The Chinese Communist Party and 
the Politicization of Traditions


