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[Alice Milligan then invites Norman in for a cup of tea.]
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Definitions1 
 
Page 129 
slight (adj.): thin and not very strong or muscular 
to whirl (v.): to move or go in a circle or curve 
to gather (v.): to choose and collect things 
trickle (n.): a slow, thin flow 
to vanish (v.): to disappear entirely without a clear explanation, to stop existing  
 
Page 130 
to tempt (v.): to cause someone to do or want to do something even though it may 

be wrong, bad, or unwise 
titbits (n.): a small piece of food 
tortoise (n.): a kind of turtle that lives on land 
foliage (n.): the leaves of plants 
rectory (n.): the house where the rector of a Christian church lives 
rector (n.):  a priest or minister who is in charge of a church or parish 
substantial (adj.): strongly made 
shabbiness (n.): the quality of being in poor condition especially because of age or 

use 
neglect (n.): the condition of not being taken care of 
to undermine (v.): to make someone or something weaker or less effective usually 

in a secret or gradual way 
claim (n.): a right to have something 
crossroads (n.): a place where two or more roads cross 
to beckon (v.): to appear attractive or inviting 
to penetrate (v.): to see or show the way through something 
to examine (v.): to test or look carefully at (something or someone) for signs of 

illness or injury 
to guillotine (v.): to cut off the head of someone or something by dropping a heavy 

blade on its neck 
spill (n.): something spilled  
peeved (adj.): angry or annoyed 
 

 
1 Unless stated otherwise, all definitions have been taken and/or adapted from the Merriam-Webster Dictionary (Merriam-Webster, 2021, www.merriam-webster.com) or the Merriam-Webster Learner’s 
Dictionary (Merriam-Webster, 2021, www.learnersdictionary.com).  

Page 132 
to brim (v.): to be completely filled with something 
Belleek (trademark): a very thin translucent porcelain with a lustrous pearly 

glaze produced in Ireland 
china (n.): plates, bowls, cups, etc., that are made of china (a hard white material 

that is made of baked clay) 
to devote (v.): to decide that something will be used for a special purpose 
surge (n.): a sudden, large increase 
to mortify (v.): to cause (someone) to feel very embarrassed and foolish 
jug (n.): a large, deep container with a narrow opening and a handle 
 
Page 133 
go to seed (v.): to produce seed; to become less attractive, effective, etc., because 

of age or lack of care 
pen name (n.): a name used by a writer instead of the writer's real name 
tae: to (dialect) 
poetess (n.): a girl or woman who writes poems  
perpetual (adj.): continuing forever or for a very long time without stopping 
to flit (v.): to move or fly quickly from one place or thing to another 
chariot (n.): a carriage with two wheels that was pulled by horses and was raced 

and used in battle in ancient times 
 
Page 134 
to supply (v.): to make something available to be used, to provide someone or 

something with something that is needed or wanted 
to repent (v.): to feel or show that you are sorry for something bad or wrong that 

you did and that you want to do what is right 
to immobilise (v.): to keep something or someone from moving or working 
Fenian (n.): a member of a secret 19th century Irish and Irish-American 

organization dedicated to the overthrow of British rule in Ireland 
out of turn (adv.): at a wrong time or place and usually imprudently 
to resume (v.): to take a seat, place or position again 
to impress (v.): to put something in someone's mind 
yahoo (n.): a person who is very rude, loud, or stupid 



press (n.): a closet or cupboard 
beaker (n.): a large drinking cup with a wide opening that is typically made of 

plastic or metal 
wee (adj.): very small or very young 
sturdy (adj.): strongly made 
 
Page 135 
highfalutin (adj.): seeming or trying to seem great or important 
me ma: my mother  
me da: my father 
spinster (n.): an unmarried woman who is past the usual age for marrying and is 

considered unlikely to marry — now often considered an insulting word 
to elevate (v.): to raise someone or something to a higher rank or level 
common cause (n.): a shared goal 
assumption (n.): something that is believed to be true or probably true but that is 

not known to be true 
to interlace (v.): to join things together by crossing them over and under each 

other 
pavement (n.): the sidewalk 
to toll (v.): to ring slowly 
to bellow (v.): to make a deep, loud sound 
to chime (v.): to make the sound of a ringing bell 
 
Page 136 
ordeal (n.): an experience that is very unpleasant or difficult 
to scrape (v.): to remove something from a surface by rubbing an object or tool 

against it 
good riddance (n.): an expression that is used to say that you are glad that 

someone is leaving or that something has gone 
piddling (adj.): small or unimportant 
renegades (n.): a person who leaves one group, religion, etc., and joins another 

that opposes it, someone or something that causes trouble and cannot 
be controlled 

allowance (n.): an amount that is regarded as acceptable or desirable 
stock (n.): the country or group of people that a person comes from 

 
2 “Meaning of ‘he was a veray parfit gentil knight’.” Chaucer’s Tales and Works, posted by Jk, 31 
March 2011, chaucertales.blogspot.com/2011/03/meaning-of-he-was-veray-parfit-gentil.html. 
Accessed 20 November 2021. 

papist (n.): a Roman Catholic, usually used disparagingly (to belittle the person) 
to engross (v.): to hold the complete interest or attention of someone 
alchemy (n.): a power or process that changes or transforms something in a 

mysterious or impressive way 
 
Page 138 
peal (n.): a loud sound or series of sounds 
turf (n.): a dark material made of decaying plants that is burned for heat or 

added to garden soil (Irish English for “peat”) 
mantelpiece (n.): the shelf above a fireplace and the decorative pieces on the sides 

of the fireplace 
a verray, parfit, gentil knight: a quote from the “The Canterbury Tales” by the 

famous 14th-Century English poet Geoffrey Chaucer. It roughly 
translates to “a true, perfect, noble knight.”2 

to strain (v.): to put a lot of physical or mental effort into doing something 
delegate (n.): a person who is chosen or elected to vote or act for others, a 

representative 
 
Page 139 
To brace oneself (v.): to prepare oneself for something  
Ha’penny: a half penny 
To endure (v.): to continue to exist in the same state or condition 
To persevere (v.): to continue doing something or trying to do something even 

though it is difficult 
 
 


