Irish Nationalism Belonging & Remembering Task 3

Task 3: Dunluce Castle ~half a lesson

1. Learning Aims

- Students are able to identify the missing words in the poem read in an accent different
from RP.

- Students can appraise how the poetic devices in the poem depict Irish national identity.

- Students are able to assess how the use of language can shape a national identity.

2. Short Description: Sentence Completion Exercise
The students will receive the poem with twelve terms missing. They may read through the gap text
once before the recording is played for the first time. The recording should be played at least twice
in order for the students to have a chance to fill in the gaps and identify the mispronunciations. In
a second part, the students will discuss the significance of the language used in the poem for Irish
national identity in pairs. They will also discuss how the change from “mocked” to “marked” and

“portals” to “mortals” influences the meaning of the poem.

3. Prerequisites & Required Material
The first task of the unit must be completed before this task. The recording of the poem by Neil

O’Driscoll can be found and downloaded on the website.

4. Main Type of Student Activity / Output & Key Skills Involved
Language practice: vocabulary and reading comprehension to an extent. Listening, reading, and

speaking.
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