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Teacher’s Guide: Roger Casement and Sexual Orientation

The general learning aims of this teaching unit are designed with the intention that the
students will know more about Roger Casement’s life and his (alleged) sexual orientation. In
addition, this topic will be the starting point to talk about issues that the queer community
faces in today’s society. The students will, thus, be able to address issues of the queer
community, problems that Roger Casement faced due to his sexuality and they will also be
able to compare Casement’s problems with the ones in today’s society. Within this topic, the
students will learn to reflect on text material that they have no information or context on, be
able to discuss their ideas and thoughts in class and do research on this issue and present their
findings to the class. Additionally, they will be able to use conditionals and to identify the
correct definition of vocabulary and use it correctly. The teaching unit will enhance the
students’ key skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing, all of this within the topic of
sexual orientation. Due to the fact that the topic of sexual orientation is recently discussed in
the media and is an important part of the students’ lives, the teaching unite presents a good
opportunity to discuss a theme of interest and will keep the students motivated to learn more.
They will be able to reflect on issues of the queer community and sexual orientation in general

and can also see the changes in this topic over the years from Casement until today.

The material contained in the appendix is separated into five tasks. The first one, the
core task, can be seen as starting point and as central for the whole learning unit. Due to the
fact that it introduces the topic of Roger Casement and his sexuality, and in general the topic
of sexual orientation, it is recommended to use the core task as introduction into the topic. If
the teacher would like to do all the tasks with their students, it is even vital to start with this
task, as the students should not yet know that the tasks concern Roger Casement and his
sexuality. Nevertheless, all the tasks can be done separately. If the teacher does not want to
do the core task, it would be helpful to give the students a short introduction to Roger
Casement and the discussion about his sexual orientation. This is due to the fact that, even
for example in the grammar task, the contents of the tasks are chosen with the assumption
that the class will have some knowledge about Roger Casement. This would be especially

important for task 3, as Roger Casement is a central figure for the poem.
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If the teacher wants to spend more time on the topic of Roger Casement and sexual
orientation, they can do all the tasks with their students. It would then be recommended that
the core task is done first, afterwards task 2 and 3. Task 4 and 5 can be done in the end or
between the other tasks. If the teacher wants to spend less time on the teaching unit, it would
be best to leave out task 2, as this is designed for a more in-depth examination of the topic.
Otherwise, as mentioned above, the tasks can also be done separately or combined in many
different ways when a short introduction to Casement is given by the teacher.

Furthermore, tasks 4 and 5 can also be given as practice or homework tasks, as they
are more of a repetition and are not really introducing a new topic. Additionally, these two
tasks have solutions attached in the appendix. This means that the students can also
individually practice with this material and the teacher does not need to spend time on these

tasks with the class.

Attached to this document the teacher can find the references used throughout the
appendix and the appendix itself, which has worksheets for all five tasks and for each task a
cover sheet with explanations, learning goals and information on the sources and the
approach on how to possibly work with the material. Also, tasks 4 and 5 have solutions

attached.

References of the Appendix:

Primary Sources:

Casement, Roger. “Love’s Cares.” Some Poems of Roger Casement. [Ed. Gertrude Perry.]
Dublin: Talbot, 1918. 4.

Muldoon, Paul. “A Clear Signal.” The New York Times (17 March 1992): 25 (A).

Mullen, Patrick R. “Roger Casement’s Global English: From Human Rights to the
Homoerotic.” The Poor Bugger’s Tool: Irish Modernism, Queer Labor, and Postcolonial
History. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012. 76-93.

Secondary Sources:

“abuse, v.” Cambridge Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary,

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/de/worterbuch/englisch/abuse. Accessed 17
Nov. 2021.



Teaching Unit Breaking the Commodity Chains
Katja Sulzberger Dr. Martin Miihlheim

“alleged, adj.” Oxford English Dictionary, Oxford University Press, Sept. 2021,
https://www.oed.com/view/Entry/5208?rskey=407mPE&result=4&isAdvanced=false#
eid. Accessed 17 Nov. 2021.

“atrocity, n.” Cambridge Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary,

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/de/worterbuch/englisch/atrocity?g=atrocities.
Accessed 17 Nov. 2021.

Basler Zeitung Online. “Fake News Made in Switzerland.” Bazonline.ch, 27 Nov 2016,
https://www.bazonline.ch/news/standard/fakenews-made-in-
switzerland/story/20233033. Accessed 16 Nov 2021.

Calvin Christian School. “Website Credibility Checklist.” Ccshamilton.ca,
https://ccshamilton.ca/photos/custom/Library/WebsiteEvaluationChecklist.pdf.
Accessed 16 Nov 2021.

“condense, v.” Cambridge Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary,

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/de/worterbuch/englisch/condense. Accessed
17 Nov. 2021.

“controversy, n.” Oxford English Dictionary, Oxford University Press, Sept. 2021,

https://www.oed.com/search?searchType=dictionary&qg=controversy&_searchBtn=Se

arch. Accessed 17 Nov. 2021.

Douglas College Library. “Fake News: Finding and Evaluating News Sources.” Douglas College
Library and Learning Centre, 19 Nov 2021,
https://guides.douglascollege.ca/FakeNews/evaluate. Accessed 20 Nov 2021.
“exploitation, n.” Cambridge Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary,
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/de/worterbuch/englisch/exploitation.
Accessed 17 Nov. 2021.

Hewings, Martin. Advanced Grammar in Use: Third Edition. Cambridge University Press, 2017.

“icon, n.” Cambridge Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary,
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/de/worterbuch/englisch/icon. Accessed 17
Nov. 2021.

Lewis, Brian. “The Queer Life and Afterlife of Roger Casement.” Journal of the History of

Sexuality, 14, 4, 2005, pp. 363-382.



Teaching Unit Breaking the Commodity Chains
Katja Sulzberger Dr. Martin Miihlheim

Lewis, Brian. “’To Lever’s on Soap!’: Roger Casement, Slavery, and Sexual Imperialism.” Sex,
Power, and Slavery. Ed. Gwyn Campbell and Elizabeth Elbourne. Athens: Ohio
University Press, 2014. 503-525.

Mitchell, Angus. “Unframing the Black Diaries of Roger Casement.” ABEI Journal: The
Brazilian Journal of Irish Studies 11, 2009. 183-202.

MLA Style Center Teaching Resources. “Checklist: Evaluating Sources, Is This Source
Reliable?.” Style.mla.org,
https://style.mla.org/app/uploads/sites/3/2018/09/Checklist-for-Evaluating-
Sources.pdf. Accessed 16 Nov 2021.

“nationalist, n.” Cambridge Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary,

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/de/worterbuch/englisch/nationalist. Accessed
17 Nov. 2021.
Ocean, Frank. “Bad Religion.” YouTube, uploaded by Blonded,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8oyZrPprqHo.
Ocean, Frank. “Bad Religion Lyrics.” Genius.com, https://genius.com/Frank-ocean-bad-
religion-lyrics. Accessed 15 Nov. 2021.
Pfister, Carla. “Darum sind Gleiche Rechte fliir Homosexuelle Paare Umstritten.” 20min.ch,
11 Apr. 2021, https://www.20min.ch/story/darum-sind-gleiche-rechte-fuer-
homosexuelle-paare-umstritten-921394101782. Accessed Nov 16 2021.
Rerreyra-Carroll, Lilith. “A State of Collapse: Trans Healthcare in Ireland is a National
Emergency.” Gen Magazine, 21 Oct. 2021, https://gcn.ie/trans-healthcare-ireland-
national-emergency/. Accessed 16 Nov 2021.
“richness, n.” Cambridge Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary,
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/de/worterbuch/englisch/richness?q=richness.
Accessed 17 Nov. 2021.

“vexing, v.” Cambridge Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary,
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/de/worterbuch/englisch/vexing. Accessed 17
Nov. 2021.



