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The Institute for Social Anthropology and Cultural Studies (ISEK) and the Gender Studies                         
Program at the University of Zurich are calling for papers from junior researchers interested in                             
exploring narrative analysis as a means by which to gain insight into the construction of social                               
discourses on national and social identities, as well as various symbolic constructions of the                           
‘ideal’ family.  
 
Identity scholars suggest that in order to understand the complex technologies behind identity                         
formation, one needs to see this process as a perpetual telling of stories. The exchange of                               
stories pervades nearly every aspect of our social life. Our ‘storied selves’ are continually                           
informed by intersecting discursive categories, such as nationality, ‘race’, ethnicity, family or                       
kinship, language, class, gender, religion, etc. Consequently, specific narratives dealing with                     
each or some of these discursive constructions facilitate the creation and negotiation of                         
subject positions, making it possible to regard our stories as sites where cultural                         
meta­narratives can be obtained and observed.   
 
This two­day graduate workshop aims to set up an interdisciplinary dialogue among junior                         
scholars who focus on (re)presentations of family and nation within the fields of anthropology,                           
ethnography, psychology, and literary, as well as gender and cultural studies. Participants are                         
invited to deliver a 25­minute presentation focusing on how methods of narrative analysis                         
and/or intersectional approach are applied within their methodological and theoretical                   
frameworks. Two leading scholars —Prof. Nira Yuval­Davis and Prof. Molly Andrews— will                       
open each day’s session with an hour­long keynote lecture.  
 
 
We are particularly interested in the following questions (though we are not limited to these): 

— Homosexuality and Nation(alism); 

— Reproductive governance, international adoption of children and surrogate reproduction; 

— Women’s bodies in political conflicts; 

— Reproduction and resistance of normative families in media and the arts; 



— Transnational families and structures of care; 

— Representations of redemptive childhood; 

— Politics of belonging. 

 
Deadline for submission​: 28th February, 2015. Please send a 350­word (maximum) 
description of your contribution to narratives2015@isek.uzh.ch. All submissions will be 
reviewed by the co­organizers of the conference. 

Organizers​: Macarena García González (ISEK), Ieva Bisigirskaitė (Gender Studies Program), 
and Andrea Grieder (ISEK). 

Administrative​ ​support​: Institut für Sozial Anthropologie und Empirische 
Kulturwissenschaft­Populäre Kulturen 

Location​: University of Zurich (Oerlikon) 

Funding​: Graduate Campus of the University of Zurich 

Language​: ​Submissions may be written in German, but participants will be asked to present 
in English. 

Website​: ​www.isek.uzh.ch 

 
 

Keynote speakers 
 
Prof. Nira Yuval­Davis ​is the Director of the ​Research Centre on Migration, Refugees and                           
Belonging (CMRB​) ​at the University of East London. She has written extensively on                         
theoretical and empirical aspects of intersected nationalisms, racisms, fundamentalisms,                 
citizenships, identities, belonging/s and gender relations in Britain & Europe, Israel and other                         
Settler Societies. Among her written and edited books are ​Woman­Nation­State ​(1989),                     
Racialized Boundaries (1992), ​Unsettling Settler Societies (1995),​Gender and Nation (1997),                     
Warning Signs of Fundamentalisms (2004), ​The Politics of Belonging: Intersectional                   
Contestations (2011). Her works have been translated to more than ten languages. She is                           
also an editor of the book series ​The Politics of Intersectionality of Palgrave MacMilan, New                             
York. 

 
Prof. Molly Andrews is Professor of Political Psychology and Co­director of the ​Centre for                           
Narrative Research​.​With an interest in the intersection of individual biography and society, for                           
the past twenty years she has been listening to, and writing about, the stories which people                               
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tell about their lives, specifically focussing on their perception of the political world and their                             
role within it. Andrews's research explores the implicit political worldviews which individuals                       
impart through the stories they tell about their lives, as well as the wider social and political                                 
context which makes some stories more ‘tell­able’ than others. In 2008, her book, ​Shaping                           
history: Narratives of political change (2007 Cambridge University Press) received the                     
outstanding book of the year award from the American Education Research Association,                       
Narrative and Research Special Interest Group. Her latest book ​'​Narrative Imagination and                       
Everyday Life​'​, (2014 Oxford University Press) explores the links between stories and                       
imagination and how they affect the way we live, focusing specifically on ageing, education                           
and politics. 
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