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TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
 

Student Excursions 
 
University of Zurich, Department of Social Anthropology and Empirical Cultural 

Studies, Supervision of a Student Excursion to Dakar, Senegal. Theme: Markets in 
Dakar, June-July 2013. 

 
Free University Berlin, Department of Social Anthropology, Supervision of a Student 

Excursion to Nigeria (Kogi State) (with Prof. Olayemi Akinwumi). Theme: 
Knowledge Systems, Household Economics, Family Structures and Social Action, 
December 2002-January 2003. 

 
 

Courses, Lectures 
 
University of Tubingen, Department of Social Anthropology 
 

Summer 2018. Lecture series “Economic Anthropology and Anthropology of Social 
Relations”, 2nd and 3rd year, 2 hrs/week. 

 
Summer 2018. Political Anthropology of Africa, class for 1st, 2nd and 3rd year, 2 

hrs/week. 
 
Summer 2018. Research Methods in Anthropology, class for M.A. students, 

language of instruction: English, 2 hrs/week. 
 
Summer 2018. Colloquium for B.A. Students, 3 hrs/week. 
 
Winter 2017. Lecture series “Political and Religious Anthropology”, 2nd and 3rd 

year, 2 hrs/week. 
 

Winter 2017. Markets and Traders in Africa, class for 1st, 2nd and 3rd year, 2 
hrs/week. 

 
Winter 2017. Methods in Social Anthropology – Theoretical Perspectives, class for 

2nd year, 2 hrs/week. 
 
Winter 2017. Methods in Social Anthropology – Practical Exercises, class for 2nd 

year, 2 hrs/week. 
 
Winter 2017. The Anthropology of Decision-Making (part of the module “Core 

Anthropological Research Areas”, with Anthony Pattathu), class for 4th year, 1 
hr/week. 

 
Summer 2017. Lecture series “Economic Anthropology and Anthropology of Social 

Relations”, 2nd and 3rd year, 2 hrs/week. 
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Summer 2017. Regional Analysis: West Africa I, class for 1st, 2nd and 3rd year, 2 

hrs/week. 
 
Summer 2017. Regional Analysis: West Africa II, class for 1st, 2nd and 3rd year, 2 

hrs/week. 
 
Summer 2017. Colloquium for B.A. Students, 3 hrs/week. 

 
University of Zurich, Department of Social Anthropology and Empirical Cultural 
Studies. 
 

Autumn 2016. Lectures “The Social Person, Local Organisation, Person and 
Society”, “Exchange and Consumption, Production, Nature and Technology” 
and “Ethnicity, Nationalism and Minorities” in lecture series “Introduction to 
Anthropology”, 1st year, 6 hrs. 

 
Autumn 2016. Lectures “Actors and Institutions”, “Power and Inequality” and 

“Cognition and Identity” in lecture series “Key Concepts”, 1st year, 6 hrs. 
 
Autumn 2016. Lecture series Introduction to Economic Anthropology, 2nd and 3rd 

year year, 2hrs/week. 
 
Autumn 2016. Routines and Decisions, class for 2nd and 3rd year, 2 hrs/week. 
 
Autumn 2016. Colloquium for M.A. and PhD students (with Annuska Derks, 

Mareile Flitsch, Heinz Käufeler, Johannes Quack), 2 hrs/week. 
 
Spring 2016. Methods in Anthropology, class for 1st year, 2 hrs/week. 
 
Autumn 2015. Anthropological Approaches to Decision-Making, class for 4th year, 

2 hrs/week. 
 
Spring 2015. Introduction to Working Techniques for Students of Anthropology, 

class for 1st year, 2 hrs/week. 
 
Spring 2015. Research Seminar for Students, class for 2nd, 3rd year, 2 hrs/week. 
 
Spring 2015. Methods in Anthropology, class for 1st year, 2 hrs/week. 
 
Spring 2015. Lecture Field Research and Anthropological Knowledge in lecture 

series “Key Concepts”, lecture Grounded Theory and Data Analysis in lecture 
series “Methods in Anthropology”, 4 hrs. 

 
Autumn 2014. Sessions: Fieldnotes and Extended Case Method, Winter School 

“Disability and Technology” with students from Uganda, language of 
instruction: English, 4 hrs. 

 
 



PD Dr. Jan Patrick Heiss –  
University of Zurich – Dept. of Social Anthropology and Empirical Cultural Studies – 

Andreasstrasse 15 – CH-8050 Zurich – janpatrick.heiss@uzh.ch 

 

 
 
Autumn 2014. The Anthropology of Emotions, class for 2nd, 3rd and 4th year, 2 

hrs/week. 
 
Spring 2014. The Individual in Anthropology, class for 2nd, 3rd and 4th year, 2 

hrs/week. 
 
Spring 2014. Research Seminar for Students, class for 2nd, 3rd year, 2 hrs/week. 
 
Autumn 2013. Anthropological Linguistics I: Language, Thought, Interaction, class 

for 2nd, 3rd and 4th year, 2 hrs/week. 
 
Spring 2013. Research Seminar for Students, class for 2nd, 3rd year, 2 hrs/week. 
 
Spring 2013. Islam in West Africa, class for 2nd, 3rd and 4th year, 2 hrs/week. 
 
Spring 2013. Markets and Traders, class for 2nd, 3rd and 4th year, 2 hrs/week. 
 
Autumn 2012. Peasant Societies, class for 2nd, 3rd and 4th year, 2 hrs/week. 
 
Autumn 2012. Three lectures Work, Peasant Societies, World System Analysis and 

Globalization, in lecture series “Introduction to Economic Anthropology”, for 
2nd, 3rd and 4th year, 6 hrs. 

 
Spring 2012. Rationality, class for 2nd, 3rd and 4th year, 2 hrs/week. 
 
Spring 2012. Conflicts in Contemporary Nigeria, class for 2nd, 3rd and 4th year, 2 

hrs/week. 
 
Spring 2012. Introduction to Methods in Social Anthropology, Summer School 

Culture and Society in Central Asia with Kazakh students (with Peter Finke 
and Rita Sanders), language: English, 6 hrs. 

 
Autumn 2011. Regional Analysis: Niger, class for 2nd, 3rd and 4th year, 2 hrs/week. 
 
Autumn 2011. Introduction to Working Techniques for Students of Anthropology, 

class for 1st year, 2 hrs/week. 
 
Autumn 2011. Supervision of student reading group Writing Culture. 

 
Spring 2011. Reading a Monograph, class for 1st  year, 2 hrs/week. 
 
Spring 2011. Methods in Anthropology II, lecture series for B.A.-students (with 

Tatjana Thelen), 14 hrs. 
 
Autumn 2010. Introduction to Anthropology, class for 1st year, 2 hrs/week. 
 
Autumn 2010. Methods in Anthropology I, lecture series for B.A.-students (with 

Peter Finke and Tatjana Thelen), 8 hrs. 
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Spring 2009. Regional Analysis: West Africa, class for 2nd and 3rd year, 2 hrs/week. 
 
Spring 2009. Methods in Anthropology II, lecture series for 2nd and 3rd year (with 

Tatjana Thelen), 10 hrs. 
 
Autumn 2008. Methods in Anthropology, class for 2nd and 3rd year, 2 hrs/week. 
 
Spring and Autumn 2008. Individual and Society: Life Courses Compared I and II, 

classes for 2nd, 3rd and 4th year, 2 hrs/week. 
 
Spring 2008. Methods in Anthropology, four lectures for 2nd and 3rd year, 8 hrs. 

 
University of Zurich, Department of Sociology. 

 
Spring 2016. Lecture Participant Observation in lecture series “Empirical Social 

Research II”, for B.A. students, 2 hrs. 
 
Spring 2015. Lecture Participant Observation in lecture series “Empirical Social 

Research II”, for B.A. students, 2 hrs. 
 
Spring 2014. Lecture Participant Observation in lecture series “Empirical Social 

Research II”, for B.A. students, 2 hrs. 
 

Université Paris Ouest Nanterre La Défense, Département d’Anthropologie. 
 

Réflexions sur les bénéfices d’une anthropologie de l’individu pour les autres 
“anthropologies”. Presentation for students, course title: “Observer et 
décrire”, class for 4th year, 2 hours, language: French, 16 February 2016. 

 
University of Mainz, Department of Social Anthropology and African Studies. 

 
Winter 2006. The Anthropology of Communication: Greetings and Leave-Takings, 

class for 3rd and 4th year, 2 hrs/week. 
 

Free University Berlin, Department of Social Anthropology. 
 

Summer 2005. Selected Themes in Linguistic Anthropology, class for 3rd and 4th 
year, 2 hrs/week. 

 
Summer 2002. Methods in Anthropology, class for 1st and 2nd year students, 2 

hrs/week. 
 
Summer 2002. Preparatory Course for a Student Excursion to Nigeria, class for 3rd 

and 4th year, 2 hrs/week. 
 
Winter 2001. Introduction to Political Anthropology, class for 1st and 2nd year, 2 

hrs/week. 
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Winter 2001. The Anthropology of Work, class for 3rd and 4th year, 2 hrs/week. 

 
 

Supervision of B.A. theses 
 
Laila Proft (ongoing): B.A. thesis: “Der Musikstil ‘Schaschmaqom’ als Mittel des 

‚Nation-Building’ in Tadschikistan“. (" 'Shashmaqom' music and nation-building in 
Tajikistan.") Department of Social Anthropology, University of Tubingen. 

 
Phillipp Steiner (2016): B.A. thesis: “Erörterung der Handlungs- und 

Entscheidungsstrategien von Akteuren auf dem Markt auf Grundlage ethnologischer 
Literatur“. (“Analysis of action and decision strategies on markets – a literature 
based study“) Department of Social Anthropology and Empirical Cultural Studies, 
University of Zurich. 

 
Salome Bossard (2016): B.A. thesis: “Eine empirische Studie zur Identitätszuschreibung 

an Asylsuchende in Menzingen“. (“Who are the “asylum-seekers“? An empirical 
study on the ascription of identity to asylum-seekers in Mensingen (CH).“) 
Department of Social Anthropology and Empirical Cultural Studies, University of 
Zurich. 

 
Zoé Lehmann (2015): B.A. thesis: “Die Gemüsekooperative “Ortoloco“. Analyse einer 

nachhaltigen Gesellschaftsalternative“. („The vegetable growing cooperative 
“Ortoloco“. An analysis of a sustainable alternative model for sociality.“) 
Department of Social Anthropology and Empirical Cultural Studies, University of 
Zurich. 

 
Nathalie Jovanovic (2014): B.A. thesis: “CIRIH NA SRPSKOM Zürich auf Serbisch - 

Eine qualitative Analyse zur Freizeit serbischer Migranten in Zürich“. (“Living in 
Zurich the Serbian way -  - a qualitative analysis of spare time behaviour among 
Serbian migrants in Zurich.“) Department of Social Anthropology and Empirical 
Cultural Studies, University of Zurich. 

 
 

PhD theses 
 
Supervision of Medinat Abdulazeez, PhD-candidate at NDA Kaduna, Nigeria, guest 

researcher, North-South Cooperation, University of Zurich. Theme: “Refugees and 
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Nigeria - the case of the current Boko Haram 
crisis”. Department of Social Anthropology and Empirical Cultural Studies, 
University of Zurich, September 2016-July 2017. 

 
Examiner, PhD defense committee, Maximilian Priester-Lasch. Theme: “Eine Reise 

nach Indien - Übersetzung eines Modells”. (“A journey to India – the translation of a 
model”). University of Tubingen, 28 July 2017. 
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External examiner, PhD committee, Dhananjay Kumar. Theme: ”Changing Agricultural 

Practices and Their Impact on Rural Social Institutions in Uttar Pradesh, India“. 
National Institute of Technology, Rourkela, India, June 2018. 

 
Examiner, PhD committee, Jovana Dikovic. Theme: “Post-Socialist Rural Development 

and Peasantry in Serbia”. Department of Social Anthropology and Empirical Cultural 
Studies, University of Zurich. (ongoing) 

 
Second supervisor, Matthias Rickenbach. Theme: “Strukturelle Konsequenzen des 

europäischen Grenzregimes im euro-afrikanischen Grenzraum”. (“Structural 
consequences of the European migration regime in the Euro-African border region.”) 
Department of Social Anthropology and Empirical Cultural Studies, University of 
Zurich. (ongoing) 

 
Second supervisor, Martina Cavicchioli, Theme: „Managing Insecurity in Rural Burkina 

Faso. Women’s Access and Use of Land as a Social and Economic Value“. 
University of Frankfurt (Main). (ongoing) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


