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The return of wolves to middle and central Europe since the
1990s has been accompanied by excitement that has been
growing as wolf numbers are increasing. Lausitz is the core area
of the returning German wolf population and therefore a place
that will give us the opportunity to feel the atmosphere while
getting to know perspectives and research from a variety of
different European contexts. The main goal of the conference is
to exchange experiences on international as well as interdisci-
plinary levels. We are eager to learn about the developments
and dynamics of the encounter of wolves and humans (and
sheep, and deer etc.) in European countries.

With the overall focus on dynamics and futures we intend to
move beyond the narratives of conflict with the aim of opening
a space for the discussion of possible scenarios in the future.
We are interested in the different perspectives that our disci-
plines and research fields may contribute.

The conference is organized by three institutions representing
three different research contexts: the research project The
Return of Wolves: Cultural-anthropological studies dealing
with the process of wolf-management in the Federal Repu-
blic of Germany funded by the German Research Foundation,
located at the University of Wiirzburg and conducted by

Prof. Dr. Michaela Fenske; the research project Wolves — Know-
ledge and Practice: Ethnographies of Wildlife Management
in Switzerland, funded by the Swiss National Science Founda-
tion, located at the University of Zurich, Switzerland, and con-
ducted by Prof. Dr. Bernhard Tschofen; and by the Sorbian
Institute in Bautzen, represented by Dr. Susanne Hose,

that will host the conference.
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