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Description 

“In Naples, they like nothing but trifles and gilding…” Gain Lorenzo Bernini’s negative judg-
ment of his native city are symptomatic of its critical reception. Although in the seventeenth 
century Naples was not only the largest city in the Spanish realm, but also the largest city in 
Europe after Paris, the amount of attention it has had from art historians is in no way in per-
spective to both the quality and quantity of its artistic production in the period. Even if often 
deemed the baroque city pur sang, textbooks consider the Neapolitan art of the period as not 
more than a footnote, a mere derivative of what happened in Rome. This lecture series seeks 
to paint a rather different picture. Departing from what, arguably, has been the city’s largest 
historiographical stumbling-block – namely, the overt materiality of its baroque manifestation 
– it will show how a specifically local baroque may be described, thoroughly anchored in the 
city’s natural, historical, political, scientific, and religious context. Homing in on a number of 
specific materials, ranging from textile to marble, from stucco to silver, we will explore what 
we may call the “material imaginary” of Naples: the various associations materials may have 
carried and that were constitutive for the way in which the baroque city of Naples was per-
ceived and perceived itself. 

 



 

 

Credits and Exam 

BA and MA students get 3 ECTS points. There will be a remote multiple-choice exam during 
the last meeting (passed/not passed); MA students need a slightly higher score to pass the 
exam.  

Required time: Lectures 30h / Preparation for the exam and reading 60h. 
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Arts, London (London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson), pp. 24–30. 
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di studi italiani 29/1 (2014), pp. 66–77. 

Tommaso Astarita, ed., A Companion to Early Modern Naples (Leiden: Brill, 2013). 


